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Brian Mazanec is an Acting Director with the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO)’s 
International Affairs and Trade team, where he is responsible for a portfolio focused on 
international security.  He leads and manages multiple teams evaluating a variety of national 
security programs and activities related to intelligence and counterintelligence; counterterrorism; 
building foreign partner capacity through security cooperation and assistance; cybersecurity; 
and foreign military financing and sales. Prior to his current position, Dr. Mazanec worked in 
GAO’s Defense Capabilities and Management team, where he led work focused on defense 
and intelligence issues. He received his Ph.D. from George Mason University’s Schar School of 
Policy and Government and also holds a B.A. in political science from the University of 
Richmond and a M.S. in defense and strategic studies from Missouri State University’s 
Department of Defense and Strategic Studies.   
 


